Beatrice was glad when she was alone in her cab. She felt very much shaken by all that had taken place, and when she had withdrawn her hand from George's arm and walked alone, the effort she had made had been far greater than he had had any idea of. Now it was an inexpressible relief to her to be able to sit down and feel that she need no longer keep up appearances.
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As she became more herself, she began to think, and her thoughts were not tranquillising. Although she tried hard, she could not recollect all that had passed, and the very vagueness of her recollections increased their significance in her eyes. She recalled the expression in George's face, the tone of suppressed passion in his voice as he spoke to her, and which she either did not or would not believe to be sincere. There was her own wish to lean upon him, her betrayal of that wish, her admission that she was glad he was there. She was very proud, and the feeling that when not wholly mistress of herself, she had yielded to the influence which she was constantly fighting against galled her inexpressibly. What would he think of it, how interpret the sudden change in her manner, and how much more which she could not remember had taken place ? She felt that things which she ought not to have allowed had taken place ; she condemned herself for having permitted their intercourse to overstep the bounds which had hitherto been set to it, and which she had persuaded herself were both right and necessary.
She had a very strong feeling as to the relations which should exist between two people situated as she and George Murray were situated; and not even Laura had ventured to suggest that constantly meeting and working together, as they were, certain consequences were probable, if not inevitable. She had decided in her own mind that they could be friends only, and friends only they should remain. How 
